
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CON'ffiOL OOARD
SAN FRANCISCD BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 85-12
NPDFS NO. CA0028363

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMEN~ FOR:

AM::HEM PRODUC~, INC.
FREM)NT, AIAMEm COUNTY

The california Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Amchem Products, Inc., hereinafter called the discharger, by
application dated December 21, 1983, has applied for renewal of waste
discharge requirements and a pennit to discharge waste under the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDFS).

2. The discharger's facility is located at 37899 Niles Boulevard,
Fremont, immediately adjacent to Alameda Creek, a major groundwater
recharge stream. The plant's principal products are rretal cleaning
chemicals, and its principal process is liquid blending. It is a
ccmpound plant, blending bases produced at other locations. The
operations at this plant produce no process wastes except for
washwater as noted in finding 3 below; discharge of stonnwater runoff,
in finding 4; and the possible spill of hazardous materials, in
finding 5.

3. The only liquid process waste produced is fran washing equipnent when
there is a change in product types or washing inside floor areas. To
handle these wastes, a pretreatment unit is operated for reduction of
heavy rretals and suspended solids removal prior to discharge, under
pennit, to the Union Sanitary District. All sludge is removed to a
Class I disposal site.

4. A separate stonn sewer drains the transfer-storage, product storage,
and miscellaneous areas and discharges an indetenninate quantity of
potentially polluted stonnwater runoff to Alarreda Creek, a water of
the United States. Stormwater runoff from this area contains
pollutants fran the storage, normal handling, and residuals of spills
of acids; rretal cleaning liquids containing chrome, nickel and zinc;
and other minor amounts of miscellaneous chemicals. Shut-off valves
are installed on the stonn drain lines fran these areas. These valves
are maintained in a closed and locked position and opended only after
a rain. Such drainage is done only under direct supervision of plant
management to ensure that no polluted stonnwater is discharged. A log
book is maintained to record the date and tirre when valves are opened
for stonnwater discharge.

5. The discharge is presently governed by Waste Discharge Requirements,
Order No. 78-89 which allows discharge into Alarreda Creek.




















